Official guidebook

Your Alif to Yaa for using Letter Connector!
Includes step by step program
Activities and printables
Guidance for parents

Your ultimate handbook
Welcome to your Letter Connector guidebook!
So you got your Letter Connector and thought okay...what do I do with it?
Maybe these thoughts came into your head:
“Oh my god, so many pieces.”
“Oh my god, not enough pieces.”
“Well, I don’t speak Arabic...so what do I do?”
Not to worry.
I have everything you need in this trusty comprehensive booklet for you to
get the best out of Letter Connector, including a step by step program to
gaining fluency in reading Arabic. I’ve included ctivities as well as tips to
help you learn and make Arabic learning fun.

What are the colours?
MAKE SURE TO RETURN THE LETTERS
BACK TO THEIR CORRECT PLACE
It will make finding the letters
later a lot easier.

End

Beginning

Standard

Middle
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Important tips/questions
Please read the following. It has important information for using Letter Connector

What is the structure of this booklet?

There are 7 stages of learning to read Arabic. Each stage is broken down into various steps. Each
stage will have different ways to use Letter Connector, recommended
teaching methods, and supplementary printables.

Did you create this program?
No. I use it alongside the Qaaidah Nooraniah, which has been the solid way of teaching Muslim children all over the world how to read Arabic. All I did was jazz it up a bit by supplementing it with creative ways of teaching it, but the structure and content of it is the same.

But my child knows nothing/ I know nothing!
Maybe it’s your child using this, or you’re an adult and you didn’t let the child in you die, and realised
that learning can and should be fun. Either way the stages of progression are the same, and you don’t
need any prior knowledge to use Letter Connector.

Is there a certain time frame by which I should have learned everything?
No. Everyone’s learning speed is different. Research has shown that to become learn anything new,
commit at least 20 hours to it for basic proficiency. From my experience, most children do 2 sessions of
45 minutes a week, because it’s often enough to retain knowledge but not too often that it bores them.
The only thing I would say is ensure there is consistency in how frequently children learn. As quickly as
they will learn, they will forget just as quickly.

Does the program include vocabulary?
It includes basic vocabulary but no grammar.
Will I be able to speak Arabic after using this?
No. But you will be able to read it, and know basic words.

I think I’m missing some letters.
Often there is an initial confusion that some letters are missing. They aren’t missing. There are certain
letters that use the exact same shape so you’ll find just one instead of 2.

Where are the printables?
They are available for free on the the website. They will consist of wordsearches, colouring sheets, and
some craft activities.

What resources do I need?
A printer. Printers are amazing. Preferably a colour printer. Maybe some blue tack too.And coloured paper.
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Tips on sustaining motivation:

Let Arabic learning be
engaging and fun.
Not a chore.
There are various reasons to learn Arabic, but if a child is learning Arabic to read to the
Qur’an, then it is crucial that they are taught in a creative and engaging way. Negative
memories associated with learning Arabic will directly impact their relationship with the
Qur’an.
Arabic is already one of the most difficult languages to learn for english speaking adults,
so imagine the difficulty for a child. Be gentle and creative and aim to increase their love
of learning, not their knowledge of Arabic language. There is no rush for how much they
should know by a certain age since every child is different.
Methods of teaching Arabic/Qur’an are in competition with the amazingly creative and
exciting methods that are taught in mainstream schools. Discipline and repetition may
teach a child how to read Arabic, but may also fuel resentment and boredom. From my
experience, I have had to vary teaching methods depending on the character of who
I’m teaching.
If it’s a child who is extra sensitive, I avoid competitive activities because the fear of
losing can be too much for them. Where they are a child who enjoys winning, I give
them activities that allow them to be independent. If it’s a child who becomes easily
distracted/bored, I figure out if it’s because they’re finding the lesson difficult, or it isn’t
creative enough, and I adjust the activities accordingly.
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Teaching tips
So this is my suggested method that has generally worked for young children to help both
with their reading and vocabulary building. For each step in this booklet there is a list of
recommended vocabulary.
Until your child completes step 3, they won’t be reading actual words, so the recommended
vocabulary until then should just be taught using pictures.

VOCAB TEACHING METHOD
1. Print out the vocabulary for each step. (This is included at the the bottom of this document.
Lay the words out next to each other and point to each one in order and repeat them.
2. Whilst repeating the words ask the child, what does this word mean? Then change the
pointing to a random order so that they need to focus.
3. When you feel like the child sufficiently recognises the vocabulary tell them that only when
you point to the right word, that they should repeat, but when you point to a picture and say
the wrong word, they need to be silent. You can keep points to make it competitive.
4. When you feel like they now recognise the vocabulary, say a word without pointing to it
and tell the child to point to the correct word.
5. Then switch from Arabic to English, so this time you will say the word in English, and the
child has to say it in Arabic.
If you’re doing a revision of vocabulary, you can put a group of 10 images in the centre and
when you say a word in Arabic, the child has 5 seconds to find the word. The more words
they find within the time limit, the more points they have.
When the child can read Arabic, you can do this instead with just written words and no
images to consolidate their reading skills.
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Teaching tips
The treasure hunt/ Bingo
Now this isn’t a real treasure hunt, because I don’t condone bribery, but every child likes prizes,
so you can do this activity to accumulate points and once they accumulate enough points they
get something exciting like fancy stationary.
Print out the set of words provided and cut them up and stick them in random places in the
room. These words will be colour coded in terms of difficulty. The more difficult it is, the more
points they get.
Set a timer of 3 minutes. Say a particular word, and the child has to find it and bring it to the
centre.
The colour of the word will correspond to the difficulty of that word and decide how many points
they get. During this game, there may be words that look similar but that are different.
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Stage 1: Learning the alphabet
GOAL

Printables:
Arabic cubes
Colouring sheets
Flashcards
Bingo 1
Bingo 2
Finger painting

Memorise the entire Arabic
alphabet in standard form.

Step 1: أ ب ت ث ج ح خ

Step 3: ط ظ ع غ ف ق ك

Step 2:  د ذ ر ز س ش ص ضStep 4: ل م ن ه و ي ة

For each step:
3

2

1

Take 3-4 letters at a time
and memorize each one,
using the same method to
teach vocabulary.

Ask the child to compose the
letters using the pieces.

Tips from me:

-Sometimes  دand  رget mixed

Place random letters onto
the board and ask the child
to read them.

Vocab list

up because they look similar.
-Emphasize the difference
between
and
-Sometimes it’s fun to give the
letters characteristics to make them
memorable.
“Jeem has a belly button, Kha has
a bump on it’s head”

Orange

-To supplement their learning, you
can also use playdough and ask
children to create the letters using
it. For support they can use the
letter flashcards.

Yellow

ف ث

Red
Green
Blue

بُ ْرتُقَايل
أَ ْح َمر
أَ ْخ َض
أَ ْز َرق
أَ ْصفَر
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Vocab Sheet:
Stage 1

بُ ْرتُق َِال

أَ ْز َرق

Bortokaali

أَ ْح َمر

Ahmar
_

Azraq

أَ ْصفَر

أَ ْخ َض

Asfar

Akhdhar

Stage 2

الص ْيف
َّ

ال َّربِيع

Al Sayf

Al Rabeea’

ال َخريف
Al Khareef

الشِّ تَاء

Al Shetaa’

Stage 2: Learning the alphabet in different forms
GOAL

Printables:
Colour the letter
Match the words

Be able to identify all letters in
every form

Step 1: ب ت ث ن ي

Step 2: ك ل أ

Step 3: د ذ ر ز و

Step 4: ج ح خ

Step 5: س ش ص ض ط ظ

Step 6: ع غ ف ق م ه

For each step:
2

1

Take the letters and place them
on the board in their different
forms. Use the dots to
demonstrate what each
individual letter looks like in it’s
different form. Do this until they
can easily identify each letter.
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Repeat the previous step with a
mix of letters placing dots
randomly on different letters and
ask them to figure out what letter
it is by reminding them “Which
letter has 2 dots on top? What
letter will it become if I put the
dots on the bottom?”

Tips from me
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Place a group of letters
randomly on the board.
Say 3 letters out loud and
ask the child to
compose the word by
choosing the correct
letters.
Or ask them to pick
letters at random, put
them together and then
read the word.

-It is easier to teach the letters
in step 2 as naughty letters
that don’t join any letters that
come after.
-To make the disctintction
between lam and alif, I call Alif
the unfriendly letter that never
holds hand with the letter after it.
-In the beginning allow the
child to have the letters in
their standard form in front of
them so that they can refer to
them.

Create random 3 letter
words and ask the child to
identify the letters.

Vocab list
Spring
Summer

ال َربِيع
الصيف
َ

Autumn

ال َخريف

Winter

الشتاء
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Step 3: Short vowels
GOAL

Implement vowels into reading,
and be able to read words.

Step 1:

َِ

Step 2:

ُ

Printables:
Vocab Sheet
Wordsearch 1

Step 3:

ٌٍ

Step 4: ًـا

For each step:

ثاف ثنشإل
Take the letter Jeem and teach the
fat’ha and kasra first with it,
showing how whether it is on top
or at the bottom will determine the
sound. Then teach the dhamma.
Once they know the difference, say a
letter with a vowel and ask the child
to create it using the letters.

Now create words using
Letter Connector and add
vowels. Askthe child to read
the words.
Repeat this until they gain
fluency.

Things to remember:

Teach the tanween from step 4
using individual letters first and
emphasize that when there is
a double fat’ha, an alif must be
added to the end of the word.

Teach the tanween from step 3
using standard form letters first.
Then create 3 letter words that
have tanween at the end.

Depending on how the child
learns this can be incredibly
difficult even though it seems
simple.
Don’t lose patience if your
child takes long to grasp the
vowels. But don’t move onto
the next stage until they have
consolidated this stage.

Vocab list
قَ َم ٌر
Moon
َملِ ٌك
King
َر ُج ٌل
Man
Grapes ب
ٌ ِع َن
َح َج ٌر
Rock
Fish

َس َم ٌك
10

Stage 3

َر ُج ٌل

َملِ ٌك

Rajulun

َس َم ٌك

Samakun

قَ َم ٌر
Qamarun

Malikun

ِع َن ٌب
‘Inabun

َح َج ٌر
Hajarun
_

Step 4: Long vowels - Part 1
GOAL

Be able to read words that include
long and short vowels.

Printables:
Vocab Sheet
Wordsearch

Step 1: ـا ـو ـي

How to use Letter Connector:

Take out the letters from step 1
in their blue form, and take any
letter in it’s red form, and teach
each ending separately,
emphasizing that a long vowel is
2 counts.

Take the same letter in it’s
beginning and middle and attach
a long vowel to the end and ask
the child to read. They must
differentiate between long and
short vowels. Short vowels are
1 count and long vowels are 2
counts.

Emphasize the rule that if there is a
letter, and the
letter after is an alif with a fatha before it, or a yaa with a kasra before
it or a waw with a dhamma before
it and it has nothing on it, the letter
before has to be 2 counts.
When reading quranic vocab remember that for some words a long
waw has a silent alif added e.g.

خر ُجوا

Compose a long nonsensical word
mixing long and short vowels
together and ask the child to read
it.
After this, incorporate the long
vowels into words and practice
reading.

Vocab list
َما ٌء
Water
ٌ َم
Wealth ال
ٌ ِف
Elephant يل
Fire
Orphan
Fruit

نا ٌر
يَ ِتي ٌم
فَاكِ َه ٌة
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Stage 4

نا ٌر

Naarun

يَ ِتي ٌم

Yateemun

َم ٌال

َما ٌء
Maa’un

Maalun

ِف ٌيل

Feelun

فَاكِ َه ٌة

Faakihatun

Step 5: Long vowels - Part 2
GOAL

Printables:
Vocab Sheet
Wordsearch

Be able to read words correctly
with long vowels.

Step 1: او

Step 2: اي

How to use Letter Connector:

Place any letter in it’s
beginning form with a fat’ha
on top and ask the child
to read it. Then add the ya
without the dots and put a
sukoon on top and tell them
when they see this it makes
an “ay” sound.

This is the first time the
child will be introduced to
a sukoon.
At this point I normally
emphasize that there are
five sounds.
aa, oo, ee, aw, ay. To
make it light hearted, I
give the child a letter and
ask them to say that with
all the sounds.

Teach the child that if there
is a waw, it’s an aw sound
and practice reading this with
different letters.

Create the words from the vocab
list, and alter the vowels to test
that the rule has been
consolidated.
E.g.

أِيْ َن

أَيْ َن

Vocab list
Where
أَيْ َن
كَ ْي َف
How
ُج ْو ٌع
Hunger
َخ ْو ٌف
Fear
لَ ْي ُمو ٌن
Lemon
Night
Daytime

لَ ْي ٌل
نَ َها ٌر
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Stage 5

ُج ْو ٌع

لَ ْي ُمون

Laymoon

Joo’Un

أَيْ َن

كَ ْي َف

لَ ْي ٌل

نَ َها ٌر

Ayna

Laylun

Kayfa

Naharun

Step 6: Sukoon
GOAL

Be able to read words with
sukoon correctly.
Printables:
Vocab Sheet
Wordsearch

Step 1: ْ

How to use Letter Connector:

Take a beginning and end letter and
attach them together placing any
vowel on the last letter. Change the
vowel to a sukoon to show the
difference.

At this point they can do
intense practise with
vocabulary and build
speed into their reading.
This is the best time to
consolidate all the
previous steps.

Create 3 letter words with 3 vowels, and then change the middle
and end vowels to sukoon and
ask the child to read it.

Vocab list
News
Heart
Star
Sun
Cup
Month

أَ ْخ َبا ٌر
قَل ٌْب

نَ ْج ٌم
مس
ٌ َش
كَأْ ٌس
شَ ْه ٌر
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نَ ْج ٌم

كَأْ ٌس

Ka’sun

Najmun

شَ ْه ٌر
Shahrun

مس
ٌShamsunَش

أَ ْخ َبار
Akhbar

قَل ٌْب
Qalbun

Step 7: Shadda
GOAL

Be able to read words with
shadda correctly.
Printables:
Vocab Sheet
Wordsearch

How to use Letter Connector:

Take a beginning and end letter
and attach them together placing
any vowel on the last letter. Change
the vowel to a shadda to show the
difference.

Tips from me
At this point they will have
learnt everything about
reading Arabic and all
that will be left is practice.
Fluency can only be
gained with frequent
practice. Identify where
there are any gaps/
weaknesses and focus on
building those and then
focus on reading from the
Qur’an.

Create 3 letter words with 3
vowels, and then change the
middle vowel to shadda and
ask the child to read it.

Vocab list
Pomegranate
Gift
Corn
Cat
Car
Bicycle

ُر َّما ٌن
َه ِديَّ ٌة
َذ َّر ٌة
ِق ٌط
َس َّيا َر ٌة
َد َّرا َج ٌة
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Vocab Sheet:
Stage 7

َه ِديَّ ٌة

ِق ٌط

َذ َّر ٌة

َد َّرا َج ٌة

Hadiyyatun

Tharratun

ُر َّمان

Rommaan

Qittun

Darrajatun

َس َّيا َر ٌة

Sayyaratun

